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Welcome to 2019!
We hope you and your family have had a 

wonderful start to the New Year!

Science:
This month, the children will investigate the 
properties of sound. They will explore how vibrating 
objects such as a tuning fork can produce sound by 
moving rapidly back-and-forth. Students will 
participate in a variety of hands-on investigations 
and they will record their findings in a science 
notebook. At home, ask your child to share their 
observations and define the terms vibration, sound 
source, and sound receiver. 

Social Studies:
In social studies, we honored the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. by reading books about his life.  We 
learned about Dr. King’s mission to advocate for 
equality and his drive to build peace in our nation.

Health:
At the beginning of the month, we discussed New 
Year’s Resolutions and set goals for ourselves in 
school and at home.

Math
We began the new year with resuming our 

learning of subtraction strategies. In this chapter, 
students are learning the count back strategy, the 

most useful strategy for students to implement. 
Please help your child practice this at home by 

encouraging them to count backwards from 
twenty. After focusing on subtraction, we will 

move on to learning about related facts, which are 
also known as “fact families.” A fact family 

consists of three numbers, two of which add up to 
the third. You can make two addition and two 
subtraction sentences using these numbers. 

Language Arts

Phonics
In January, your child will learn about the short e 
sound and blends. A blend is a consonant 
combination representing two combined sounds.  
Think of them as two sounds ‘stirred’ together 
just like  ingredients are mixed together in a 
recipe.

Sight Words:
Stuck indoors with the cold weather? Have your 
child practice his or her sight words in fun wintery 
ways. Please see the attachment for some 
excellent ways to reinforce these words at home!

Reading Workshop:
This month, your child will delve deeper into 
reading nonfiction texts. Students are 
encouraged to summarize what they have read 
and state important facts found within the text. 
We will also be learning about nonfiction text 
features such as the table of contents, glossary, 
labels, and picture captions. Attached you will 
find resources that will guide you as you explore 
nonfiction books at home. 

Writing Workshop:
As we continue to write about nonfiction topics, 
students will learn how to enhance their writing 
by using specific examples, making 
comparisons, and using adjectives. 



It’s “Snow” Much Fun 
 To Practice Sight Words 
1. Build sight words in snow. 

Have your child trace their sight words in the snow. Don’t have real 
snow on the ground? Make your own snow! 

 
 

  
  
  

2. Make a sight word snow globe. 
Materials: Plastic snow globe or jar, sequins, fake snow, and paper to 
write sight words on. Put the snow, sight word cards, and sequins in 

the jar and shake it up! Have your child “I Spy” their sight words.  
  

  
  
  
  

3. Have an indoor snowball fight. 
Write sight words on white pieces of paper. Crumple the paper in 

balls and throw them! Have your child pick up the snowball, read the 
sight word and throw it back to you! 

4. Build a sight word snowman. 

Cut pieces of construction paper to make snowman pieces. Use 
white construction paper to make circles for the snowman’s body. 

Write letters on the snowman’s body. Build and glue together! 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions to ask your child while reading nonfiction text

What is the main idea of the text?

What did you learn from reading the text?

Are there any words that you do not know what they 
mean?

What are some new words that you learned?

Do you have any questions after reading this?

Were there any important features (charts, diagrams, 
pictures) that were important?

Where could you find more information about this 
topic?

Did you like this text?  Why or why not?
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